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Two Rare Works of Nicholas Kopp

By Mel Murray
(Cont’d on page 3)

It is certainly good for me to get back to writing
again. | have a couple of things | would like to tell
you about at this time. You know, if you have ever
read my glass books, that | have this admiration for
Nicholas Kopp, a genius of a glass-maker, who
came to the United States and settled in a glass
plant in West Virginia. Charles Foster, then former
governor of Ohio, was working closely with the
glass industry in Fostoria to get glass plants built in
his hometown. Fostoria had just lost one of its basic
glass plants, located near the site of the present
Black Cat Restaurant in Fostoria.

Foster was against building a glass plant in the
same location. Foster felt that the new plant should
be built nearer to the other glass plants, who had
wisely used the proximity to an industry that had
brought in a water-producing facility. Foster rea-
soned that being near the water-producing facility
would be good for the new glass plant. Foster got
his way and the new glass manufacturing plant was
built where the Ohio Farmers Grain Corporation of-
fices now stand.

One empl: yee
of one of the Fos-
toria glass plants
at the time, with
the sumame of
Kopp, approached
Foster to tell him
of his son, Nicho-
las Kopp. The
younger Kopp was
then a manager of
a glass plant in
West Virginia.
Foster had heard

of the younger man, but did not know that
Nicholas Kopp was the son of the man, then
working in Fostoria. Foster immediately con-
tacted the younger Kopp, and the rest is
glass history. Young Kopp came to Fostoria,
with the secrets of making European glass in
his mind and memory.

To get to the reason for today’s glass arti-
cle, | have a couple of pictures to share with
you today. The first is Exhibit A, which | have
in my collection at home, is a beautiful hand-
blown item of cranberry glass, and it is cut
glass. | saw this in an antique shop, near
Findlay, and was moved by it. It is a most
gorgeous item of glass, but it was expensive,
and | thought of it as having been made per-
sonally by Nicholas Kopp. He often made
expensive glass items which he sold exclu-
sively. This item has a metal base made of
Sterling Silver.

| spent some time thinking about this piece,
and finally
asked the folks
at the antique
shop if they
would ask the
owner of the
beautiful c-an-
berry item, if
he could possi-
bly give me a
N special rate on
B the piece. He
came down,

B and | bought it,
with a full un-
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The Glass Heritage
Gallery
“A mwseumn for the glass made in
the twelve gless plants in Fostoria,
Ohio.”
fostoriaglass_com

109 N. Main St
Fostoria< Ohlo 44830
419.435.5077

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The following are our Corporate Sponsors:i
Victoria ($1,000 or more)
The Roppe Group, including: Seneca Millwork, the Fostoria Focus, the
Roppe Corporation, jMilier & Co. and WFOB/WBVI (2002)
Artichoke ($599 to $999)
TRICO Glass Company (2002)

Diamond Mirror ($250 to $499)
Filmtec (in Memory of Mrs. Dorothy P. Hollingsworth (2002)
Columbia Gas of Ohio (2002)
TRICO Glass Company (2003)

Cascade ($100 to $249)

Harrold Floriana Funeral Home (2002)

Holman’s Garage (2002)

TKA-Atlas (2002)

Sky Bank (2002)

First Ohio Credit Union (2002 & 2003 )

Fostoria Chamber of Commerce (2003)

Beerco (2003)

Filmtec (in Memory of Mrs. Dorothy P. Hollingsworth (2003)

Fostoria Kiwanis Club (2003)

Fostoria Monument Company (2003)
Virginia ($50 to $99

Mann Hare Funeral Home (2002 & 2003)

First Federal Bank (2002)

Mariey and Marley (2002 & 2003)

Nick Kentris, DDS (2003)

Wolph Title, inc (2003)

Noguska (2003)

Lehmann Chiropractic Center (2003)

Holman’s Garage (2003) )

Edward Jones/John Irwin (2003)

The list above includes cash gifts only. In addition, however, we have
received vital support from other local companies which have provided
such support as: legal work, maintenance, inspection of the building,
rent subsidy, additions to our exhibits, etc. We appreciate all of your
support. This is the time in which we will be making our corporate ap-
peal for 2003. We hope you will continue to support us as we work for a
better Fostoria. Again, if you have made a donation and your company
is not represented on the list above, please contact Ed Reed at
435.1939. Also, if you would like your corporate gift to be anonymous,
please indicate that on your form.
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The President’s Page

Bill King (KingB123@aol.com)

Winter's Here!

As the year comes to an end, we have to
focus on next year, 2003, Ohio's Bicentennial
year! The Bicentennial should bring many visi-
tors to Ohio and should result in many Ohio
citizens touring the state to celebrate our first
200 years of statehood. Fostoria, Ohio has
certainly played a role in those first 200 years
and hopefully will play a continuing role in Ohio
history.

We want to insure that many of those tour-
ing our state include Fostoria and specifically
the Glass Heritage Gallery in their travels dur-
ing 2003. During the coming months we’'ll be
reviewing the inventory and will attempt to
eliminate duplication of items on display. We'll
also work on making sure the Gallery looks re-
freshed for the Bicentennial year.

However, during the months of January and
February we will reduce the days that we are
open. This was a difficult decision but | believe
it's in the best, iongterm interest of the Gal-
lery. Some of the volunteers who keep the
Gallery open head south for the winter. As

mentioned in my article in the last Victoria
Views, we do need more volunteers. [f you're
available and willing to volunteer please let me
know.

Effective January 1, 2003, we will open
Thursday and Friday from 10 a. m. until 4 p. m.
and on Saturday from 10 a. m. until 2 p.m.
Special hours or tours may still be arranged by
calling the Gallery at 419-435-5077 or me at
419-435-7014. Please provide as much ad-
vance notice as possible when requesting spe-
cial hours or a tour.

Closing on Tuesday and Wednesday during
January and February, will provide us an oppor-
tunity to accomplish work on inventory and other
issues that are difficuit to accomplish while the
Gallery is open.

Thanks for your support during the past year
and | look forward to your continuing support to
keep Fostoria’s glass history alive!

Two Rare Works of Nicholas Kopp
By Mel Murray (Cont’d from page 1)

derstanding of the owner’s generosity.

The second item, the miniature lamp, was also hand-made by Nicholas Kopp. It was owned
by an antique dealer in Las Vegas. He sent me a picture of it, and | was so impressed with the
eloquence of its delicate painting that | was convinced it was also personally made by Nicholas

Kopp.

Someday, the works of Nicholas Kopp may be seen, as they belong to his granddaughter i,
Pittsburgh. Kopp had no male heirs. Someday | am hoping that | can get a personal view of
Kopp's creations. The granddaughter wants to write a history of her grandfather and all those
wonderful files that she had described to me. What a wonderful blessing for all of us admirers
of Nicholas Kopp, if we were able to read about those wonderful works waiting in that attic in

Pittsburgh.

if you come down to the Gallery in Fostoria during the next few days, | shall let these items

be on display.
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The Editor’s Page

R. Edson Reed and Sarah M. Reed (edsareed@core.com)

MEL MURRAY - | am pleased to have an arti-
cle by Mel Murray as a part of this edition of Vic-
tonia Views. Much of what we have leamed over
the years conceming the glass made in Fos-
toria, Ohio has come from the research done by
Mel over many years. We are thankful for that
and hope that Mel will be able to contribute
more articles in the future.

FOSTORIA GLASS SPECIALTY LADLE - At
the annual meeting in September, Mel surprised
those gathered by showing us the last piece of
glass, a hand blown Iris ware ladle, made at the
Fostoria Glass Specialty Plant circa 1920 and
presenting the ladie to the GHG. The gold ladle
pictured on this page was given to Mel by Fos-
toria residents Arthur and Mary Bickethaupt. At
first glance, it appears to be very heavy, but it is
actually very light. It is a wonderful piece of work
and we value it highly.

THE GLASS PRESS - Several years ago the
Fostoria, Ohio Glass Association was given a
glass press from the glass plant in Moundsville,
WV. This was a gift from the Fostoria Glass So-
ciety of America. We thought at the time to dis-
play it in the Gallery, but found that it did not fit
through the door. Since that time, it has been on
display at Jim Maxwell's Foster Glass Works,
just three doors from the Gallery. Jim's business
has grown to the point where he needs the
space for displays. We are searching for a place

Lena Phillips—Treasurer
With much regret the Board of Directors has
accepted the resignation of Mrs. Lena Phillips
as Treasurer of FOGA. Lena served in that
capacity for over a decade and did so with
great dignity and much charm. The Board of
Directors unanimously voted to give Lena a
Life Membership in FOGA and presented it to
her at the annual meeting in September. Lena
will continue on the Board of Directors.
Thanks, Lena, for a job done well.

to display the glass press. What do we need? A
location with high traffic in the immediate down-
town. If you have suggestions, we would like to
hear them.

CRISS CROSS — People often ask where we
find glass. One place is at shows such as Har-
risburg or Indianapolis, even Springfield. It is
more fun, however, to find it in shops and
malls. This year, when we went on vacation, |
kept a log to share with you the glass we had
found and where we had found it. The problem
was....we found almost no glass. Aimost! We
did find a Consolidated Criss Cross sugar
shaker in cranberry. We located this particular
item at the Camelot Antique Mall in Easton,
MD. Finding a piece of Criss Cross is rare.
Finding a piece valued at $350. for $300. is
even rarer, There is glass out there. It may be
hard to find, but it may be worth your while to
spend some quality time in the GHG, studying
pattems, before you leave on vacation. By the
way, the latest Hamsburg Show was great. Lots
of glass.

The last piece of glass made at Glass Spe-
cialty Co. A gift to Mel Murray from Arthur
and Mary Bickelhaupt. It is now located at
the Glass Heritage Gallery.
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Blowpipes

by Jack K. Paquette
A Review by Sally Reed

A 559 page book of facts can look formidable at the out-
set. | wondered why | had promised to spend vacation
hours digging into this detailed account, but | had agreed
to write a review for the up-coming newsletter.

“Blowpipes” is a totally different approach to glass re-
search than the other books in our collection. it is an ac-
count of how the companies in nine communities of north-
west Ohio developed, prospered, and—for the most part—-
failed. Of seventy-some glasshouses that were estab-
lished in northwest Ohio, only five were still producing
glass by 1980: Fostoria (in Moundsville by then), Seneca
(in Morgantown), Tiffin, Libbey and Ford Plate Glass in
Toledo. The first three did not survive the 1980's.

Each of the Ohio communities is dealt with in great de-
tail, with facts well researched and documented from pub-
lications of the late I880's and beyond-the local newspa-
pers of those times and the trade joumals that flourished
to carry news of the latest pattems being produced as well
as the business status of the various plants. (Those of us
who have read Mel Murray’s glass books are familiar with
references to China, Glass & Lamps, Crockery and Glass
Journal, & Pottery and Glassware Reporter as being
sources of information about the glass-making business of
the times.

But this is not a book about patterns and designs. Don’t
look here to see what company produced those lovely
pieces that your grandmother handed down to you, nor for
the value of those items in today’s market. This is about
the business end of glass-making-the wheeling and deal-
ing that occurred when companies began to discuss locat-
ing in a particular area, the optimism and greed, the role of
natural gas in enticing companies to pull up stakes in one
part of the country and move here for promises of cheaper
fuel, cheap land, bonuses, and tax breaks.

The opening chapters about the development of the
American glass industry and the effects of the gas boom
in northwest Ohio were easy to read. The section on Fos-
tona’'s glasshouses was fascinating because we have
been immersed in this history. We know about most of
the players and some of the connections that existed be-
tween them. We can understand the difficulties that got
plants into trouble—all the ups and downs are well docu-
mented in this excellent work.

;

Bl WDIDES

JACK K. PAQUETTE

&

But when | tried to delve into those
facts about some of the other com-
munities, | found my eyes glazing
over. The details of it overwhelmed
my senses when the names and
places were not as personal to me
as reading about the firms that were
familiar.

The author certainly did his re-
search to show us how companies
were formed and reformed, flour-
ished and folded. The effects of fi-
nancial backing, business experi-
ence of lack of it, and actual gle 3s-
making knowledge could lead to
success. But ultimately the reduc-
tion in natural gas led to almost all
of the glass-making businesses re-
locating to other parts of the country
and we are left with scraps of his-
tory to ponder and stories to tell
those who follow.
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Membership Information

Please note: In order to eliminate misun-
derstandings conceming membership we
have changed the notes at the top of your
label. The year listed on your label is the
year for which you are paid in full, January
1 to December 31. The date which follows
is the date on which you paid for your
membership, the date we received the pay-
ment, or the date | entered the payment in
our master list. That latter information will
change as the year goes by. Shortly we will
be using a code such as B7 to replace the
dates as they cause confusion. Member-
ship is from January 1 to December 31 of
the year listed on your label.

As of Dec. 1sr we have 30 Life Members, 113
members paid through 2002; 97 members
paid for 2003, 10 members paid through 2004.
Our total membership is 250. As you can see

on page 2, we also have a sizable number of
corporate and business members.

For the 113 members who have 2002 on their
mailing label, this will be your last edition of Vic-
toria Views. Please take time to renew your
membership. Because of postal regulations
goveming bulk mail, we are including a mem-
bership form in every Victoria Views. Only those
wishing to renew for 2003 or those wishing to
make corporate donations need respond. But
..... Don't let that membership form go to waste:
give a friend or loved one a gift membership in
the Fostoria, Ohio Glass Association.

If you should hear of someone who thinks he or
she is current but has not received a copy of
Victoria Views, please have them contact Ed
Reed 419.435.1939.

Memorial
We have received a $100. donation to the GHG from Patricia and John Boland , Pamela
Boland and Margaret Boland in memory of Mrs. Betty Spahr. There have also been other do-
nations to the GHG in memory of Mrs. Spahr who was not only a docent at the Gallery, but
also an avid collector of glass, with a particular fondness for Consolidated’s Criss Cross pat-
tem. Mrs. Spahr was also a very nice lady. She is missed.

We have
three copies of
Blowpipes
available in the
Glass Heritage
Gallery.
The cost is
$27.00

BLOWPIPES

JACK K. DAQUETTE

1891-1892
Fostoria Glass Company
Catalog Reprint
$18.20 per copy
Ohio residents add $1.10 sales tax

Add $3.00 shipping and handling
Order today! edsareed@core.com
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Dealer Directory and Ads

P.O. Box 637
Dayton, OH 45449-0637
Phone: (419) 435-7014
<A

E-Mail: kingb123@aol com

841-797-2867

2&

FROSTED DOLPHIN ANTIQUES
LEE BRIGGEMAN

P.O. Box 214

Speciakzing In
EAP.G. & Quimper Fartile, IA 50434

Rl

Glass Speciaity Gift Shop
Custom made:
Windows « Entryways « Suncatchers
Restorations « Supplies

Original Fostoria Glass pieces
Train layouts and memorabilia display
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10 am-5 pm » Sat. 10 am-2 pm
Appointments Welcome

336 S. Main St., Fosteria, OH 44830
Owe block south of SR 12
419-435-8305

Glass Blowing « sand Carving « Glass Engraving
Jim Maxcwell’s

(SIS IERLs

STUDIO&-GALLERY  410-435-1005

103 N. Main St. 1-888-258-9414

Fostoria, Offio 44830 wiw/fosterglass.com
Antiqucs & Collectibles in the
Heart of Downtown Findlay

otown Antiques
& Lighting

231 S. Main Street  Div. of Multiple Products
Findlay, Ohio 46840 (419) 4224538

TWO CATALOG
REPRODUCTIONS

The Board of Directors has had two early
catalogs reproduced and now has them
available for sale.

1. A Nickel Plate Glass Co. Catalog from July
of 1890 listing clear, frosted and opalescent
patterns produced by the company. The price
for this is: $16.98 plus $2.00 shipping. Ohio
residents add $1.02 tax.

2. A Fostoria Glass Novelty Co. Catalog (circa
1920} showing many of their cut glass pat-
temms. The price for this is $11.32 plus $2.00
shipping. Ohio residents add $0.68 tax.

For More Information on'Ads, please contact Edson Reed at (419) 435-1939
Place your business card ad above: $25.00 for 4 issues.




